Lesson 1

The Purpose Of Worship

The purpose of our worship is to glorify, hgraraise, exalt, and please God. Our worship must
show our adoration and loyalty to God for His gracproviding us with the way to escape the
bondage of sin, so we can have the salvation Heust wants to give us. The nature of the worship
God demands is the prostration of our souls beftimein humble and contrite submission. James 4:6,
10 tells us, "God resists the proud, but givesgtadhe humbleHumble yourselvesin the sight of
the Lord, and He will lift you up". Our worship @od is a very humble and reverent action.

Jesus says in John 4:23-24, "But the houpnsireg, and now isihen true worshippers will
worship the Father in spirit and in truth, for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.d Goa
spirit and they that worship Himust worship Him in spirit and in truth." It doesn’t say we can
worship God anyway we want, but waust worship Him in spirit and in truth". The word
"must" makes it absolute. There is no other waycareworship God and be acceptable to Him. The
word "must”, according to Webster, expresses "digation, a requirement, a necessity, a certainty,
and something that must be done". When "mustséslit means that it is not optional. Here the
word "must” is expressing that in spirit and irthris the only way to acceptably worship God.

God seeks true worshippers, and He identifiesn as those who "worship Him in spirit and in
truth". Worshipping God in spirit means that itshbe done from the heart. Worshipping God in
truth means that it must be done according as @edpecified in the Bible. Worshipping God in
spirit and in truth is a serious matter which mustbe taken lightly. If we have any regard for ou
own souls, we will want to make sure we are worginip God in spirit and in truth.

Since God is the object of our worship, He Hiedalone has the right to determine how we are to
worship Him. We read in Jeremiah 10:23, "O Lorkindw that the way of man is not in himself, it is
not in man who walks to direct his own steps." &k not granted the option of directing our own
ways in religion. God is the One who we look todaidance and direction in our lives.

Our very best in worship is due God and is@ribed by Him in the Bible. The worship God has
prescribed is the only way we can be pleasing to Hithis life and finally attain everlasting lifeith
Him in eternity. The Christian’s worship is of theeatest importance.

Worship is a time when we pay deep, sincavesame respect, love, and fear to the one who
created us. Acts 17:24-25 says, "God who madevtiilel and everything in it, since He is Lord of
heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples matfehands, as though He needed anything, since He
gives life, breath, and all things."

God is the one who holds our eternal destirytis hands. Philippians 2:12 tells us to, "woukt 0
your own salvatiomnvith fear and trembling." Our salvation is a very serious matter and ol
happen by accident. We must work it out "with faad trembling". Our salvation depends on
whether our worship is pleasing to God or not. t@nDay of Judgment it will be too late to make any
corrections.

Worship should cause us to reflect on the stjend graciousness of God and Christ, contrasted
to our own unworthiness. God does not have to bavevorship, but we must worship Him to please
Him. Our singing, praying, studying His word, gigi and communion are designed by God to bring
us closer to Him and to cause us to think moreHkethinks, thus becoming more like Him. James
4:8 tells us to, "Draw near to God and He will dnagar to you."



Our worship not only honors and magnifies Gad,it is also for our own edification and
strength. Worship helps us develop a God-like@hdst-like character. We become like unto those
we admire and worship. When we worship God we tendlue what God values and gradually take
on the characteristics and qualities of God, buen& His level. As Philippians 2:5 says, "Leth
mind be in you which was also in Christ." How de take on the mind of Christ? In Romans 12:2
we read, "And do not be conformed to this world, teitransformed by the renewing of your
mind." We renew our mind as we study and medaat&od’'s word and worship Him.

When we worship God we develop such traifeagveness, tenderness, justice, righteousness,
purity, kindness, and love. All of this is prepayius for eternal life in heaven with God and
Christ. As we are told in Colossians 3:2 to, "Bair mind on things above, and not on things on the
earth."

Worshipping God In Spirit

Worshipping God "in spirit" means with revecenattentiveness, and having the right purpose of
honoring God, while understanding what we are doifdgbrews 12:28-29 says, "Let us have grace,
by which we may serve God acceptably wikierenceandgodly fear. For our God is a consuming
fire." Our worship must glorify God. 1 Corinth&6:20 says, "For you were bought with a price;
thereforeglorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s."

In order to worship God in the right spiritewvinust take time before worship to make ready our
hearts and emotions so we will be in the propen&af mind. We read in Psalms 89:7, "God is
greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saamid,to be held in reverence by all those around
Him." Our worship must show great reverence towaod. He is our creator and He holds our
eternal destiny in His hands. We must strive &apé Him. We should not have to rush or hurry to
worship, arriving late but should always plan taloere early enough so we can be in a worshipful
attitude and spiritOur mind must be ready, attentive, and alert.

Concerning the Lord’s Supper, we are warnet @orinthians 11:27, "Therefore whoever eats this
bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in amworthy manner will be guilty of the body and blood of
the Lord." Our worship to God must be done in atlomanner. It must be done in a manner that
brings glory and honor to God and Christ. Contiguio read in verse 29, "For he who eats and drinks
in anunworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not disceytine Lord’s body." We
mustcontrol our thoughts during periods of worship and not let them wandesther things. We
should never be wishing the worship service wouwidyhup and be over so we can get to the
restaurant early and not have to stand in linda¢hwe should be of the frame of mind that we are
disappointed to see the worship service end.

In showing reverence and respect to God, Mlenai be indifferent, inattentive, and taking ligh
that which should be considered serious. Worshipdd is holy. Our character in worship must also
be holy. In 1 Peter 1:15-16 we read, "But as He wdiled you is holy, you also be holy in your
conduct, because it is writteRe holy for | am holy." Slouching over, sleeping, playing with babies,
squirming, unnecessary talking, and passing nditeb@v disrespect in worshipping God. Active
participation will tend to get rid of our lack afterest and inattentiveness.



Reverence is not having a long face, foldetlbaor a put on look of piety. Worship is a tiofe
joy for us. lItis a time of offering thanks, adioa, love, praying, singing praises to God, fegdim
His word, and proclaiming Christ to the world inra&ing of the Lord’s Supper.

Lesson 3

Worship Is Not For Our Entertainment

There is an erroneous idea today thahthin reasonwe attend worship is to "get something out
of the service", rather than going there to givewarship to God. This is a selfish motive on our
part. This is the reason people cannot be satisfied thiétworship service when their emphasis is not
on the proper object of worship, God. People waritlo their own thing" in the worship of the
church. What the Bible has to say about worshiprfany people is of little consequence as long as
they are happy and feel good. We must be concevithdvhat God says on how He is to be
worshipped instead of what we might want to offenH

The United States has produced the most amerént-oriented people the world has ever
known. We have more forms of amusement than hessbeen know to man, but we still want
more. In our age everything is designed to apjgeaiir emotions and to entertain us. Our pleasure-
mad society gives little thought about pleasing @oitheir worship. We seem to have forgotten our
worship service is to bring glory and honor to Gaxll not to entertain ourselves.

Much worship today has digressed to be no riiae entertainment for people. When we have
choirs to sing to us and concerts to entertainvesare not worshipping God; but we have become the
spectators who are being entertained. Let usrya tcall this worship. This is very disrespettind
demeaning toward God to reduce our worship of Gdfie entertaining of ourselves. Worship is not
a spectator event. We dare not become specthtmause in worship it is God who is the spectator.
People have the roles reversed. People expecednill to conform to what seems right in their own
eyes. Proverbs 12:15 says, "The way of the foagid in his own eyes" The emphasis is how can
the worship service be made more entertaining ¢plego please themselves and not God.

The use of drama in the worship service besoameentertaining performance with the actors
receiving the praise instead of God. And becausg have been entertained with a spectacular show
they respond with applause (handclapping) to staiv aippreciation. What do you think God thinks
about this perverted so called worship? Many peepem to think that God will accept anything they
offer and be glad to get it.

Worship to God is holy and sacred. To peraad corrupt it with entertainment and what we can
"get out of the service" in trying to please andtify ourselves is nothing short of blasphemy! The
sacredness of true worship must not be sacrificealtars of entertainment-oriented quartets, choirs
and other entertainment groups. We are as Helt8W$ says to "Offer the sacrifice of praise to
God, the fruit ofour lips, giving thanks to His name." In worship we mustthe participants, not the
observers. We want to please and entertain o@selw Galatians 1:10 the question is asked, "Do |
seek to please men? For if | still pleased m&mguld not be a servant of Christ." Worship is God-
centered not man-centered. When our worship fidetase God instead of ourselves, then and only
then will our worship be much more meaningful apidituially uplifting to us and acceptable to God.

When people seek an "emotional high" from Wwigrsnd don't get it, they are disappointed and
start blaming the song service, the preacher, Bte world wants their worship service to be "more



entertaining”, thus they are failing to worship Godpirit and in truth. Where in the Bible can g@
to show that our worship is designed to pleasevitrshipper. The desire to have an experience or an
encounter along the lines of mysticism also gii#le regard to what God says in the Bible.

Our worship to God requires commitment onmant. People had rather worship Christ as a babe
in a manger than Christ as their crucified savibneir worshipping Christ as a babe in a manger
requires no commitment on their part. They feeltban put Him in a box and live the rest of the
year as they please. But worshipping Christ asmugified savior requires commitment, a complete
change of our life, and a willingness to do alttHe says. Jesus says in Matthew 10:37, "He who
loves father or mother more than Me is not worthiyle. And he who loves son or daughter more
than Me isnot worthy of Me." God and Christ must be first in our lives, dhid requires that we be
committed to them.

Lesson 4

Worshipping God In Truth

Jesus says in John 4:24, "God is a spirittaed that worship Him must worship Him in spiritcan
in truth.” We must worship God in truth. Sinceshiord is truth, we must worship Him according to
His word. Here the Lord is telling us that evemythwe do in worship, we must have God's divine
approval. Truth is not arbitrary. Truth for onergon is the same as truth for the next. God bas n
spoken in unclear ways.

God has specified in the Bible the acceptalalg He is to be worshipped. He is not to be
worshipped according to the evil and vain imagoaiand devices of men. Whatever that is not
commanded in scripture in our worship to God ibidden if we are to worship God in truth. God is
not obligated to accept our worship just becausefies it to Him. We dare not substitute what we
want for what God has commanded if we want to géd#isn and go to Heaven.

There are many who think it really doesn’t tmiatvhat we believe or do in religion, just as l@asy
we are sincere and follow our conscience. Blutdbesn't really matter what you believe, then it
doesn’t matter if you even believe at all. Thialisurd. This philosophy exalts our consciencea@bo
the word of God. This makes our conscience our guide and ignores what God says in the
Bible. This philosophy originated with man and wdth God. This is telling God we are going to
worship Him the way we choose and we don't realiseavhat He has to say. Every man then
becomes his own authority thereby eliminating thimarity of God, the Bible. This attitude must
greatly hurt the one who gave His life for us.

Many people want to do what they think best what seems right to them. We are warned not to
do this in Proverbs 14:12, "There is a way thatrseBght to a man, but its end is the way of
death.” According to what God says we can loosesoul by doing what seems right in our own
eyes. God’s word is no longer our guide, but & haen replaced with creed books, disciplines,
manuals, confessions, etc. Men want to do things tvay and as it seems right in their own
eyes. Please consider the consequences of beiriyel@ by error. What a pity it will be to stand
before the Lord on Judgment Day having been foimiedaccepting the unlawful religions of the
denominational world. What a terrible fate to bedi error to be truth only to be lost for all ofrgiity.

The philosophy of doing what seems right in eyes has vastly altered the way people attempt to
worship God. They rationalize that God will acciptPeople can rationalize away just about



anything they want if they work at it hard and l@mpugh, and because of this people worship God in
ignorance. Just as the apostle Paul told the Adherin Acts 17:23 (KJV), "Whom therefore ye
ignorantly worship."

The average person in religious matters tedaasy things for granted. He finds religious groups
practicing something and he decides what the ntgjddes must be right and acceptable to God. The
Bible says the majority of people are going to teerally lost. Jesus says in Matthew 7:13-14, HEnt
by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and bisdke way that leads to destruction, and there are
many who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate affitdlt is the way which leads to life, and
there ardew who find it." So we don’t want to depend on thajonity to determine what is right for
us and follow them. If we do we will also end ury lost in the eternal fires of Hell.

Many people never stop to ask, is it scrigtara is this what God wants? They believe thsit ju
any kind of worship they give will be acceptablédod. There are a lot of false teachings todaty tha
are being passed off as the truth. The main refasall the religious division that we see in the
world today is man will not accept God’s word asafiauthority. Man is going to do it his own
way. The Bible contains our only instructions @who please God so we can go to heaven.

God has always told man how He is to be wppsdtl. God is the only one who has the right to
determine how He is to be worshipped. He will catgept that which is in harmony with His
prescribed will. God instructs us how to worshimkacceptably through His word in the Bible. In
Ephesians 5:17 we read, "Therefore do not be unbigaunderstand what the will of the Lord is." If
we are the least bit concerned about where wespilhd eternity, it is wise to know what the will of
the Lord is so we can do it and be pleasing to Hilte are accountable for what we believe and
practice. Our eternal destiny hangs in the balafit@w we treat His truth.

In every age God has specified how He is tawbeshipped. He says to us in 2 Peter 1:3, "As His
divine power has given to ad things that pertain to life and godliness through thevkiedge of
Him who called us.” God in the New Testament hasrgto us all things we need to know that
pertain to life and godliness so we can worship ooeptably, in spirit and in truth. God has alsvay
made it plain and emphatic that the only worshii th acceptable to Him is only that which is in
accordance with His will.

Lesson 5

Acceptable And Unacceptable Worship

God has shown, in the Bible, His approval whtbse who follow His will and His displeasure and
wrath with those who refuse to worship Him the wig/has directed. God has always been clear
about how he is to be worshipped, but man hasstenkd.

An example of acceptable and unacceptablehipiis the Old Testament is that of Cain and
Abel. Cain and Abel both worshipped God. Abel aGod directed, but Cain tried to worship God
the way he saw fit. We read in Genesis 4:3-5, "Anithe process of time it came to pass that Cain
brought an offering of fruit of the ground to thert. Abel also brought of the firstborn of hisdko
and of their fat. And the Lord respected Abel aigdoffering, but He did not respect Cain and his
offering."



Why did the Lord have respect for Abel's aiiigrand why did He reject Cain’s
offering? Hebrews 11:4 tells us, "By faith Abetevbd to God a more excellent sacrifice than
Cain." Notice Abel offered his sacrifice "by fdithut Cain did not. Romans 10:17 says, "So then
faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the wor@ad." So faith comes by the word of God. Abel
offered his sacrifice by faith or according to therd of God. If we worship God by faith, we
worship as the word of God directs.

Abel offered the firstborn of his flock "byitla" and it was accepted because his worship was
according to the instructions of God. But Cainsghto ignore God's instructions and sacrificed an
offering of the fruit of the ground to the Lord.ai@ chose to sacrifice to God the way he sawGiin
did not offer his sacrifice according to God’s mstions, so God rejected his sacrifice and worship
since it was not "by faith".

From this example we see our worship mustlyefdith”, that is "by the word of God." We read
in Romans 14:23, "For whatever is not from faitkirs" If our worship is not "by faith", that isis
not "by the word of God", then it "is sin". It Walso be rejected just like Cain’s. It is a vegrious
matter if God rejects our worship. If He does we going to be lost. Many people accept from the
Bible what they like and reject what they don'elikThey also add other things that they like.sThi
not Christianity but religious anarchy. We do hate the right to "believe as we please." We must
humbly to submit to all that Jesus says. Anythagyht or practiced by man in the field of religion
which does not come from the Bible is false doetrin

One cannot obey God without doing what God $aydo, when God says to do it, how God says to
do it and for the reason God says to do it. Iftwia do in worship is not according to the word of
God, then it is vain and useless and will caus® be eternally lost.

Lesson 6

Vain Worship

Our Lord says in Mark 7:7, "And vain do they worship Me,teaching as doctrines the
commandments of men." When we follow the commamdsnef men instead of God’s instructions,
our worship becomes vain. If our worship is viiis empty, hollow, and useless. It will do us no
good. Ifitis vain, it would be as though we e worshipped God at all and we will be lost. \Whe
we worship in the way "we want" then God is dishedoand insulted. When we worship the way
God has told us in His word, God is honored andifggdd.

As we read in John 4:24, "God is a Spirit, #rel/ that worship Hinmust worship Himin spirit
andin truth ." To worship in truth is to worship as the word@dd directs. Jesus said in John 17:17,
"Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truthSince the word of God is truth, when we worship
God in truth, we worship Him according to His wortihe only way God will accept our worship is to
follow His directions in the Bible.

God says in Hosea 4:6, "My people are desttéyelack of knowledge.” If we don’t know what
God says, we are going to be destroyed or losidotack of knowledge. It is sad to say but thetva
majority of people are illiterate of God’s wordhdy don't really know what the Bible says. When
we don't know God's will then false doctrines \ailise which will cause us to be eternally lost.



When people are ignorant of God’s directiondiow He is to be worshipped, they wander in
spiritual darkness. Our Lord says in Matthew 15'24d if the blind lead the blind, both will fall
into the ditch." We must first have a desire towrthe truth of God's will and then be willing to
change when we find we are wrong and are not wopsig according to His truth. Jesus says in
John 8:32, "And you shall know the truth and thethtrshall make you free." Only the truth can make
us free, otherwise we are still under the bonddgino We may be sincere in our worship, and we
must be, but if we do not worship God "in trutiiat is as God directs, then our worship will bewvai
and unacceptable to God.

Also if we try to worship God "in truth" bubh'in spirit", that is not with the proper motioé¢
honoring God and with reverence, then we are juggttjing ritualism and our heart is far from
it. This type of worship is also vain and unacebj# to God, for Jesus says in Matthew 15:8, "These
people draw near to Me with their mouth, and hdvlerwith their lips, but their heart is far from
Me." We must worship God both in spirit and intlru

Lesson 7

We Must Give Our Best To God

As we worship God, we give Him ourselves. Ros12:1 says, "l beseech you therefore, brethern,
by the mercies of God, that you present your baaleéng sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God which
is your reasonable service." Under the Old Testars@ne of the Jews were not offering their best
and were condemned for it. In Malachi 1:8 we réadd when you offer the blind as a sacrifice tis i
not evil? And when you offer the lame and siski not evil?" Is it not just as evil today when we
do not give God our best?

Under the New Testament we do not offer ansaatifices as the Jews did under the Old
Testament; but we give Him our lives in servicéltm as a living sacrifice. In doing this we must
give Him our all. Anything we do for God must bér wery best. Jesus tells us in Matthew 22:37,
"You shall love the Lord your God witlll your heart, andall your soul, andall your mind." All
our heart, soul, and mind, or in other words, otaltbeing must be in our worship.

How do we show our love to God? Our Lord saydohn 14:21, "He who has my commandments
and keeps them, it is he who loves Me." We shomlaue to God when we keep His
commandments. We do not show our love to God ibalg keep the commandments we want to
keep or if we add some of our own commandments.

In Matthew 28:18, before Christ ascended rdaven, He was giving His apostles some last
minute instructions concerning those they wouldtiizap Jesus said, "Teaching thenobserve all
things that | have commanded you." Everything the Laad bommanded us is to be observed. We
are to do all that God says and in the way He gagle it. Jesus says in Luke 6:46, "But why do you
call me Lord, Lord, and do not the things whiclay?"

In worship we must do all God has commandebiveenmust not do anything He has not
authorized. Our worship must be from the hear it reverence and sincerity. We must give Him
our very best. Then and only then will we be wippimg God "in spirit and in truth". The purpose
and holiness of true worship to God is a preciauslege available only to those who are obedient t
the will of God.



We Must Only Worship God

Jesus said in Matthew 4:10, "You shall worghig Lord your God andim only shall you
serve." If we worship God in spirit and in trutte cannot worship anyone or anything
else. Anything we worship, other than God, isdml.i According to Webster, an idol is "an image
used as an object or instrument of worship."

God forbids us to make and worship idols. Gags in Exodus 20:4-5, "You shall not make for
yourself a carved image, any likeness of anythiag is in heaven above, or that is in the earth
beneath, or that is in the water under the eadt;shall not bow down to them nor serve them. |For
the Lord your God, amjealous God" We see we are not to make any image whethegistatue or
any likeness of anything in heaven or earth to hiprthem. But this is done today when people
worship icons. People bow down and pray to thegees and painted pictures whether they be the
supposed likeness of Mary the mother of Jesus ®@obthe many other dead people who are called
saints. This is in direct disobedience to the camenof God.

In 1 John 5:21 we read, "My little childremyagd yourselves from idols." When | see people
bowing down, burning candles, praying, and worsinig@an icon image of a saint, my heart bleeds for
them because they are putting their souls in jelypaf being lost. We are warned in Colossians 2:18
"Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking ddlighfalse humility and worshipping angels." We
can loose our reward in heaven if we worship soraether than God. He is the only one we are to
worship because He is a jealous God. God willafiotv us to worship anyone else other than
Himself. Revelations 21:8 tells us that "idolatehall have their part in the lake which burns Vit
and brimstone, which is the second death." We wnigtworship God and our worship must be in
spirit and in truth if we expect to be with Himheaven when this life is over.

Lesson 9

Attendance Of Worship

Worship is a privilege only children of Godviea There are many blessings we receive from
faithful attendance in worship. God has commandetb assemble regularly to worship Him in spirit
and in truth. Hebrews 10:25-27 say¥pt forsaking the assembling of ourselves togetheas is the
manner of some, but exhorting one another, andushtihe more as you see the day
approaching.For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the tithigr,e no
longer remains a sacrifice for sinsbut a certain fearful expectation of judgment, &ecdy
indignation." When we forsake the assembly ofctiirch, except for sickness or circumstances
beyond our control, we are not only disobeying Gud,we are robbing ourselves of all the benefits
of worship which would have helped us to grow aaddme spiritually strong.

By forsaking the assembly, we also endangesouls because as the above verse says "For if we
sin willfully after we have received the knowledgfethe truth, there no longer remains a sacrifare f
our sins." Itis bad enough for anyone to be lost,to see one of God'’s children fall away is a
disaster. It is heartbreaking because Christisaoly sacrifice for sin. When people reject thaity
sacrifice for sin there remains nothing but "aaierfearful expectation of judgment and fiery
indignation.”



It will be a sad day for those who fall awagchuse as we continue reading in Hebrews 10:29, "Of
how much worse punishment, do you suppose, wilidhthought worthy who has trampled the Son of
God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenamhigh he was sanctified a common thing, and
insulted the Spirit of grace?" Then verse 31 aothes by saying, "It is #earful thing to fall into the
hands of the living God." It will not only be féakbut horrible beyond description when those who
were once "sanctified” children of God who havenét their back on the Lord when they find
themselves in eternal punishment. The sad pdrbwithey didn’t have to be there, but they became
careless and indifferent with their souls.

When people fall away from the Lord, it is akyinot a sudden thing. They usually start by
forsaking the assembly of Wednesday night Bibldystulhen they start missing Sunday evening
worship. Next they stop coming to Sunday morningeéBstudy; and then finally they stop coming to
Sunday morning worship. This is the usual pathpufstasy for most people who fall away. Oh,
some may come back and "visit" several times a gedra few may even attend only the Sunday
morning worship with little regularity. These atescribed in 2 Peter 2:22 as, "A dog turns to tis o
vomit again, and a sow that was washed to her wadlpin the mire." Some members have turned to
their own vomit and are in the pigpen and can ngéo smell the stench.

We are encouraged not to let this happen Iataas 6:9, "And let us not grow weary while doing
good, for in due season we shall reap if we ddoude heart." But for us to obtain our eternalaeiv
we must be consistent. Our Lord says in Reveldiaf, "Be faithful until death, and | will give yio
the crown of life." Only if we remain faithful amee promised eternal life.

Some people may ask, do | have to attend Sumdht and Wednesday night services? If we
really love God and Christ we will never ask sudlesfions. Jesus says in Luke 17:10, "So likewise
you, when you have done all those things whicharaucommanded, say, we are unprofitable
servants, we have done what was our duty to dog'csvi never on our own earn our way into
heaven. It is going to take the grace of God fotauget to heaven. Isaiah 64:6 says, "But welire
like an unclean thing and all our righteousnessedike filthy rags." We can never slip into heave
with a "get by" attitude. If we are trying to de litle as we can, | am sorely afraid we will befor a
great surprise on Judgment Day. It will be toe at make things right then. Our eternal fate is
sealed forever when we draw our last breath. Whyeabple endanger and gamble with their souls?

Our soul is worth more than the whole wor@ur Lord says in Mark 8:36-37, "For what will it
profit a man if he gains the whole world, dndseshis own soul? Or what will a man give in
exchange for his soul?" The answers to both questre he gains nothing but looses his soul into
eternal punishment, which will be permanent becaasieing will be able to get him out. The Lord is
trying to give us the greatest warning of our lif&e need to listen to what we are being told by ou
Creator before it is too late.

We should look forward with joy for the oppanity to worship God. When we worship God in
spirit and in truth we can know the Lord will bestk with us. Jesus says in Matthew 18:20, "For
where two or three are gathered together in My namam there in the midst of them." Do we want
to miss being with the greatest guest of all, card? We should look forward to attending and
worshipping God, otherwise how will we be able njog worshipping God in heaven?

Going to heaven must be the number one pyioribur life. Jesus says in Matthew 6:33, "But
seek first the kingdom of Godand His righteousness, and all these things skaldded to you." |
want to "seek first the kingdom of God" by not allng anything to hinder me from meeting with the
saints and the Lord, don't you? We don’t want feqithe greatest gift God will ever give which is
our home in heaven. We are told in 2 Peter 1:TBetefore, brethern, be even more diligent to make
your call and election sure." We need to ask dueseis my calling and election sure? We are told



how to make it sure in 1 Corinthians 15:58, "Theref my beloved brethern, be steadfast, immovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowihgttyour labor is not in vain in the Lord."

Jesus gives a parable in Luke 14:16-20, 24¢happlies quite well to our attending worship
services of God. "A certain man gave a great suapé invited many, and sent his servant at supper
time to say to those who were invited, come fothaitigs are now ready. But they all with one adcor
began to make excuses. The first said to himyé fpught a piece of ground, and | must go and see
it. | ask you to have me excused. And anothet, $diave bought five yoke of oxen, and | am going
to test them. | ask you to have me excused. &tdther said, | have married a wife, and thereffore
cannot come." Anyone of those invited could hatenaled the supper if they really wanted to, but
they thought other things were more importantounday of "busy activities" it is easy to allovels
distractions to "choke out" our serving the Lord.

But notice the conclusion in verse 24, "Feay unto you that none of those men who were idvite
shall taste My supper.” Are we rejecting the Lerndivitation of our regular attendance at His
worship service in His church? Are we rejecting Hivitation of partaking of His supper, "the Lasd’
Supper”, and of feasting on His word which provideswith the spiritual food we desperately
need? If we reject our Lord’s invitation, He s#élyat none of us "who were invited shall taste My
supper."

Please don't put your soul in jeopardy of geigjected. It just isn't worth it. This life 8 short
in comparison to eternity. We are told in Jamég 4For what is your life? Itis even as a vajhat
appears for a little time and then vanishes aw&ye' have got to get it right the first time. Thend
not be a second chance! We must look forward émyeepportunity we have of worshipping God "in
spirit and in truth."

Lesson 10

Coming Back To The Lord

There are many Christians who have wanderey &wm the Lord. We have so much to gain by
being faithful to the Lord. Jesus says in Johi43}:"In My Father’'s house are many mansions and |
go to prepare a place for you." Also we read indRation 21:4 concerning heaven, "And God will
wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shalhd more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There
shall be no more pain, for the former things haasspd away." Heaven will be a great place beyond
our wildest dreams. There are no words that caoritee how wonderful heaven will be. And it will
last forever and ever, time without end. | celtaimant to go there and | know you do too.

By going to heaven we will not have to gotereal punishment in Hell. Hell will be a horrible
place. Jesus says in Mark 9:43-48, "If your haagses you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you
enter life maimed, rather than having two handga®o hell, into the fire that shall never be
guenched where their worm does not die, and teadinot quenched." We know that our hand itself
will not cause us to sin but Jesus is telling @4 What ever it is in our life that is going to saws to
be lost, to correct it so we will not be eternddigt in hell.

We have so much to gain by obeying God, buhaxee so much to loose by not obeying
Him. God wants to save us so much that as Jolthsans, "For God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son" to die for us. This tookajrlove for God to do this for us. And as we nead
2 Peter 3:9, "The Lord is not slack concerning ptiamise, as some count slackness, but is
longsuffering toward us, not willing that any shebplerish but that all should come to
repentance." The Lord doesn’t want you, me, ooanyelse to be lost, and if we have wandered
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away He wants us to come back to Him in repentakfzehas already paid the price for our sins by
taking our punishment. He is eager and readyve ga.

In Luke 15:11-24 Jesus tells a parable wHiaktrates how God longs for us to return to Him if
we have wandered away in sin. The parable telégssafn who took his inheritance and went away
from his father into a far country and wasted hlgeritance in riotous living. He became destiand
hired out to feed pigs. He became so hungry he erated to eat what the pigs ate. He decided to
go back to his father and hire out as one of histhservants. Verse 20 says, "And he arose and cam
back to his father. But when he was still a greay off, his father saw him and had compassion, and
ran and fell on his neck and kissed him." In gasable the father represents God. Christ gavkisis
parable to show how anxious God is to have us dumsk if we have wandered away from him in
sin. God will run to us with open arms if we vathly come back to Him.

In James 5:19 we read, "Brethren if anyoneragmmu wanders from the truth, and someone turns
him back, let him know that he who turns a sinmemfthe error of his way will save a soul from
death and cover a multitude of sins." Here wevgeean come back which will result in our soul
being saved from an eternal death in Hell and thkitmde of our sins will be covered and forgiven.

Satan wants us to believe, that once we halenfaway, there is no way back. But this is not
true. In Luke 15:7 Jesus says, "l say to youlitketvise there will be more joy in heaven over one
sinner that repents than over ninety-nine justg@ersvho need no repentance." Then Jesus continues
in verse 10 saying, "Likewise, | say to you, thisrpy in the presence of the angels of God over on
sinner who repents.” When we repent and come &laok heaven rejoices.

God only forgives those who are His childr&ke become a child of God when we are baptized
into Christ for the forgiveness of our sins so wa de saved (Galatians 3:26-27). God’s law of
pardon for us after we become His children is fiergt, confess our sins and to pray for our
forgiveness. In 1 John 1:9 we read, "If we confasssins, He is faithful and just to forgive us ou
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousneldstice it says that He will cleanse us fréhL
unrighteousness. From the above scriptures wthaewve first of all need to repent of our pastsin
and unfaithfulness to God. We need to make uprond that we are going to give up all sinful
practices for which we have been guilty and thatweegoing to faithfully attend the worship sergice
of the Lord's church, the church of Christ.

Now this doesn’t mean that we will never gijaia. As His children we have the promise in 1
John 1:7, "But if we walk in the light as He istire light, we have fellowship with one another, and
the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us &lbsin." This verse gives us a lot of
encouragement and comfort. It tells us that wetiwatk in the light. In other words we must be
trying our best to follow His word in our daily livg. It next says that we must "have fellowshihwi
one another". We must be in fellowship with thethbren in the local congregation of the church of
Christ. If we are doing this, the verse says, tilomd of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all
sins". The cleansing from all sins is a continuagtjon. But as we try to live the Christian léfied
commit sin from time to time, the blood of Christlwontinue to cleanse us from ALL sins we
commit if we repent. But for this continual cleangsof our sins to take place so we can remaindsave
we must be walking in the light and having fellovwpshne with another.

If you have wandered away, God is waitingyfou to come back to Him. He dearly wants you to
come back. So please make up your mind that fhisndiay forward you are going to give up the sin
in your life and live for Him. Find a congregatiohthe church of Christ in your area where youpla
to faithfully attend worship. Go forward duringetmvitation and confess that you have sinned and
that you have not been faithful in your worshipgGafd. Ask the brethren there to pray for you afid te
them you want to be a member there. Become indalvéhe worship and the work of the church
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there. Then live faithfully to God the rest of ydife so that you can go to heaven when thisiéife
over. As our Lord says in Revelation 2:10 say f&thful until death, and | will give you the eva
of life."

Lesson 11

Prayer

In prayer we show our total dependence on@ua created all things and us and by Whom all
things continue to exist. In prayer we give praismor, glory and reverence to His name for His
greatness and goodness. We recognize Him asuheesof all blessings. It is also the outpourifg o
our hearts desire. In Romans 10:1 the apostledagsl "Bretherrmy hearts desireand prayer to
God for Israel, is that they might be saved." @uayer must come from our heart.

Prayer to God is only reserved for those wieoadedient childrenf God. We are told in John
9:31, "Now we know that God does not hear sinrtassjf anyone is worshiper of God and does
His will, He hears him." There are people whose prayer God will not hésaiah 59:2 says, "But
you iniquities have separated you from your Godt your sins have hidden His face from ysa,
that He will not hear." To allow anything to separate us from the feBbip of God, so that He will
not hear our prayers is a very serious matteis dtsad situation for those who try to pray to God
God will not hear them. But it is their own fautecause they are not obedient to God. They dmuld
obedient if they wanted to be.

Then we read Proverbs 28:9; "One who turng/dvisaear from hearing the law, eviis prayer is
an abomination." God looks with disgust at the prayer of one vgoot faithfully following His
will. What a pitiful situation it is for us wheruo prayers become disgusting to God. Could angthin
be more hopeless? We also read in 1 Peter 3:b2{HE eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and
His ears are open to their prayers; but the fatbeoford is against those who do evil." The Lord
desires to hear the prayers of His faithful childamd His eyes are watching out for them. What a
great and wonderful blessing this is.

When we pray to God, we must be humble andgelbrighteous. Our Lord gave a parable which
illustrates this requirement very well. In Luke9-84 we read, "Also He spoke this parable to some
who trusted in themselves that they were righteand,despised others: Two men went up to the
temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other eotlector. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with
himself, God, | thank you that | am not like this tcollector. | fast twice a week; | give tithdsadl
that | possess. And the tax collector, standifey afff, would not so much as raise his eyes tovbea
but beat his breast, saying, God be merciful tarsmner.| tell you, this man went down to his
house justified rather than the other;for everyone who exalts himself will be humbledd e who
humbles himself will be exalted." The attitude eave when we approach God in prayer and other
worship is very important.

If we approach God with an attitude of showgngat pride and arrogance in ourselves, but
contempt and scorn for others, then God will desfiigskind of prayer. Our prayers must be like the
attitude of the tax collector. From what our Lisdrying to teach us here, when we approach our
Creator in prayer we must be humble, not proucktirassertive, but modest, unpretentious and our
prayer must be from the heart. We are told in dirflans 14:15, "l will pray with the spirit and |
will also pray with the understanding."
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Our prayers should not be flowery and to inspraether people, because God will not be impressed
with such. Jesus says in Matthew 6:5, 7, "And wy@npray, you shall not be like the
hypocrites. For they love to pray standing inglieagogues and on the corners of the streets, that
they may be seen of men. Assuredly, | say thew tia@ir reward. And when you pray do not use
vain repetitions as the heathen do. For they tthiakthey will be heard for their many words." eTh
only reward someone who prays a prayer like thisiues is the recognition he receives from men
because God will not heed his prayer. We arevadsoed not to use vain repetitions, such as
repeating something over and over. This type afg@r makes us a hypocrite because it is pretentious

Our prayers must be asked in faith. Conceroir prayers James 1:6-7 says, "But let &gkin
faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driaed tossed by the
wind. For let not that man suppose that he widkree anything from the Lord." We must have faith
in God and if we are faithful and obedient to Himert He will hear and answer our prayers, otherwise
we will receive nothing. Jesus says in Mark 11'24erefore | say to you, whatever things you ask
when you pray, believe that you receive them, andwill have them." So we must have faith if we
expect God to answer our prayers.

Since Jesus is our advocate or go between®ath Jesus says in John 14:13, "And whatever you
askin My name, that | will do, that the Father may be glorifiedthe Son." Our requests to God
must be in the name of or by the authority of Ghris

Another requirement of God answering our praygwe must be forgiving of others. Jesus says i
Mark 11:25-26, "And whenever you stand prayingiafi have anything against anyone, forgive him,
that your Father in heaven may forgive you youspessses. But if you do not forgive, neither will
your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses.iv laportant it is to be forgiving of others? Could
the Lord be any clearer as to what will happenstd we are not forgiving? The Lord will not foxg
us. We will be eternally lost. According to Idai&9:2, it is our sins that "separate us" from God
we cannot go to heaven. We must develop a forgiattitude toward all people so that God will be
forgiving of us so we can go to Heaven.

How we treat others can also affect the wagl @@ars our prayers. In 1 Peter 3:7 we read,
"Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understizag, giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker
vessel, as being heirs together of the graceatlift your prayers may not be hindered" Our
prayers can be hindered by the way we treat o, \ifisband, children, relatives, friends,
acquaintances, or strangers.

We must pray regularly and not just when weiartrouble and need God. As 1 Thessalonians
5:17 says, "Pray without ceasing.” Also we aré&rirtted in James 5:16, "Tliervent prayer of a
righteous man avails much." If we expect our pragéde effective, it must be fervent and we must
be righteous. In our prayers we must, with alheat, show great feeling and intense devotion 0. Go

The things we ask must be in accordance witti ©will. 1 John 5:14 says, "If we ask anything
according to His will, He hears us." Our requést&od must not contradict His will but must be in
agreement with it. We should not ask for anythingtrary to His will or for selfish things on our
part. Our prayers must be "in spirit and in truftthey are to be heard by God.

13



Lesson 12

Our Giving

The way we give is an indication of our loee God. All things belong to God. God says in
Psalms 50:10, "For every beast of the forest isemand the cattle on a thousand hills." Everything
we have received has come from God. God has oaheld them to us. John 3:27 says, "A man can
receive nothing unless it has been given to himnfatbove." We can never out-give God. In Luke
6:38 we read, "Give and it shall be given to yoaodymeasure, pressed down, shaken together, and
running over will be put into your bosom. For witle same measure that you use, it will be
measured back to you." We give so the Lord’s dingan better carry out its mission here on
earth. The world must lvangelized,and the church must leelified, and theneedy must be
helped

Giving is a command of God. In 1 Corinthids1-2 we read, "Now concerning the collection for
the saints, as | have givenders to the churches of Galatia, so you must do a3o.the first day of
the week let each one of you lay something astdeng up as he may prosper that there be no
collections when | come." We see the giving heas o help the poor saints in Jerusalem. Notice
also they were to make a regular collection eviesy dlay of the week.

Because of everything God has given us, imctullis Son to die for us, we should be anxious to
give back to Him. In 2 Corinthians 8:12 we redehr'if there is first a willing mind, it is accepte
according to what one has, and not according td tvhi@oes not have." God expects us to give what
we are able to give. How can our love for Goddmd unless it is expressed in our obedience and our
giving? Our giving is an expression of love, antld praise, and sacrifice to God.

How we give is an indication of where our pities are. Jesus says in Matthew 6:19-21, "Do not
lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, wheré rmod rust destroy and where thieves break in and
steal; But lay up for yourselves treasures in heawhere neither moth and rust destroys and where
thieves do not break in and steal. For where y@asure is, there will your heart be also.” Whisre
your heart?

Since we can't out-give God, we should attleadiberal in our giving. As we read in 2
Corinthians 9:6-7, "He who sows sparingly will aleap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will
also reap bountifully. So let each one gigehe purposes in his heartot grudgingly or of
necessity; folGod loves a cheerful givet. Our giving is to be planned. We should not dghesause
we feel we have to give. Nor should we resentweaheed to give to please God. We should be glad
that we can give to the Lord.

We should never try to impress other peopth wur giving. If we do we already have our
reward. Giving needs to be a private matter. Waikl not seek recognition for the things we
do. Jesus says in Matthew 6:1-4, "Take heed thadp not do your charitable deeds before men, to
be seen of them. Otherwise you have no reward fraun Father in heaven. Therefore, when you do
a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet befareagdhe hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the
streets, that they may have glory from men. Asilyré say to you, they have their reward. But
when you do a charitable deed, do not let yourhlaftd know what your right hand is doing, that your
charitable deed may be in secret; and your Fathersees in secret will Himself reward you
openly." We should seek the approval of God aridhglory of men.

Our giving should not only include materiabpessions but we must first give ourselves to
God. We are told in Romans 12:1, "I beseech yetetbre, brethern, by the mercies of God, that you
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present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, atabfe to God, which is your reasonable servicé.” |
we will first give ourselves to the Lord, we wilatie no problem in being liberal in our giving. Our
liberal giving is part of worshipping God "in spigind in truth."

Lesson 13

The Lord’s Supper

Christ instituted the Lord’s Supper in order fis to remember the great sacrifice He madedor u
and that we rely on Him and His sacrifice for oalvation. He gave us this memorial so we would
not forget Him and what He did for us. In Luke Z2:when Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper, He
said, "Do this in remembrance of Me." This is déméelp us remember the Lord and what He did
for us.

The death of our Lord was not an accidentvals in God’s eternal plan of redemption for Chigst
come to this earth and take our punishment foismg by dying for us so God can now be just in
saving us. In a number of places in the Old TestdnGod foretells the death of His Son for us.eOn
place is found in Isaiah 53:5-6, "He was woundedfo transgressions, He was bruised for our
iniquities, and by His stripes we are healed... Argltbrd has laid on Him the iniquity of us
all." God and Christ are loving and wonderful ¥anat they have done for us.

In 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 we read of Jesutitirisg the Lord’s Supper, "The Lord Jesus on the
same night in which He was betrayed took breadyemeh He had given thanks, He broke it and said,
Take eat; this is My body which is broken for ythis doin remembrance of Me. In the same
manner He also took the cup after supper, sayihig, dup is the new covenant in My blood. This do,
as often as you drink iin remembrance of Me. For as often as you eat this bread and drink tijs ¢
you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes." This is how we remember the great suffering which
our Lord did for us. We proclaim our faith in tljeeat and wonderful deed to the world each time we
partake of the Lord’s Supper. There are those partake of only the bread and their priest partakes
of the fruit of the vine. This is a perversiontieé Lord’s Supper. This is not doing it the wag th
Bible instructs. But notice each Christian is &otpke of both the bread and the fruit of the vine.

When we partake of the unleavened bread warpiour Lord’'s body hanging there, suffering in
anguish and pain, taking the punishment that veglyi due us. As we drink of the fruit of the vine
we envision His precious blood which was pouredfouus to cleanse us from all our sins. What
great love and concern God and Christ have forTue Lord wants us to remember what He did for
us every first day of the week as the church dihénfirst century.

We are to remember that our Lord gave up hreaveome to this earth for thirty-three years, and
then died for us. We remember the humiliatiorhefnock trial, the crown of thorns and the terrible
scourging that left His back raw and bleeding. Mfaember the soldiers gambling for the Lord’s
only earthly possession, the clothes on His badien we remember the nails as they were driven
into His hands and feet, and the cross as it wasda@and dropped into the hole.

We also remember the spirit of forgivenesswfLord, as He was being crucified, when He said
in Luke 23:34, "Father, forgive them, for they dat know what they do." We remember our Lord’s
loud cry of loneliness in Matthew 27:46, "My Gddy God, why have you forsaken Me?" We
remember as our Lord hung on the cross, how thglp@socked, shamed, and made fun of Him as
He was dying not only for their sins but the sifiglbmankind.
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We remember in Matthew 27:45, "Now from thdtsihour until the ninth hour there was darkness
over all the land", and in Matthew 27:51, "The \@ithe temple was torn in two from top to bottom;
and the earth quaked, and the rocks were splité stin refused to shine and the earth shook because
of the death of the Son of God. We read in 1 P&&t, "Who Himself bore our sins in His own body
on the tree, that we, having died to sins, migh for righteousness, by whose stripes you were
healed."

We must first examine ourselves to determihether we have the right attitude to partake af thi
memorial. We must put all else from our minds. $Heuld make sure we have our minds centered
on what Christ did for us. We are told in 1 Cdniahs 11:27-29, "Therefore whoever eats this bread
or drinks this cup of the Lorth an unworthy manner will be guilty of the body and blood of the
Lord. Butlet a mamxamine himselfand so let him eat of the bread and drink of thye d~or he
who eats and drinks in an unworthy maneats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning
the Lord's body." We must clear our minds of all other thoughtd aenter our minds on the
sacrifice of our Lord, or otherwise as 1 Corintlsidri:29 (KJV) says, "We eat and drink damnation to
ourselves."

Many people do not want to remember the Lod&ath for us very often since they only partake of
the Lord’s supper monthly, quarterly, annuallynot at all. The excuse is given that they do neritw
to partake of it more often because it will becdoecommon place and loose its meaning. But the
very opposite is true. The Lord’s Supper losemiganing when we choose not to partake and think
about it. This would be like saying that we shoattdly pray two or three times a year, for if we
prayed more often then prayer would lose its meanifhis would be absurd. Does the Lord’s death
really mean anything to us? But Jesus requestedkia 22:19, "Do this in remembrance of Me." Do
we really care to regularly remember the deathuofLord?

People seem to be turned off by the deatlesiisland the shedding of His blood. They don# car
to remember it. But it is His blood that cleangsdrom our sins. As Revelation 1:5 says, "To Him
who loved us and washed us from our sins in His blwad." They had rather remember Him as a
babe in a manger than a crucified saviour. Ihigault to Jesus to celebrate His manger and then
ignore His cross. Many people seem to be ashaiibe death of Jesus. Jesus says in Mark 8:38,
"For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in #uislterous and sinful generation, of him the Son
of Man also will be ashamed when He comes in Hisygbf His Father with His holy angels."

This memorial of our Lord is called "the LosdSupper” in 1 Corinthians 11:20 and "the Lord’s
table" in 1 Corinthians 10:21. In 1 Corinthians18it is referred as "the breaking of bread" and
"communion".

But the church in the first century met evigrst day of the week to observe the Lord’s
Supper. We are told in Acts 20:7, "Nan the first day of the week, when the disciples o#
together to break bread,Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to thahcantinued his message
until midnight." Why did they come together on fivst day of the week? Here we see the church in
the first century came together on the first dagwdry week to break bread, which is the Lord’s
Supper. Their primary reason of coming togethetherfirst day of the week was to partake of the
Lord’'s Supper. We cannot be pleasing to the Lbveki observe the Lord’s Supper only a few times a
year or not at all. In 1 Corinthians 11:26 wetatd, "For as often as you eat this bread and dhisk
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comeart we really interested in proclaiming the
Lord’s death to the world until He comes?

People today do not seem to have a problemthwit command to give on the first day of each
week as found in 1 Corinthians 16:1-2, "Now conoegithe collection for the saints, as | have given
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orders to the churches of Galatia, so you musigio an the first day of the week let each oneaf y
lay something aside." One of the things they wermo when they came together was to give.

What else was the church at Corinth to doyefiest day of the week when they came together? |
1 Corinthians 11:20 they were condemned for ma&igéuttonous feast out of the Lord’s Supper and
were told, "Thereforgshen you come together in one placd,is not to eat the Lord’s
Supper." When did they come together in one pldee€ry first day of the week. What were they
doing when they came together every first day efleek? Perverting the Lord’s Supper by making
it into a glutinous and drunken feast. What wleytsupposed to be doing every first day of the
week? Partaking of the Lord’'s Supper.

Two of the things the church at Corinth digpfirst day of the week was to give and partake o
the Lord’s Supper. Why shouldn’t we be like thaséhe first century who assembled on the first day
of every week to remember the Lord’s death by Bartpof the Lord’s Supper? But many people
seem to have a problem in seeing the importanpanfking of the Lord's Supper every first day of
the week as the church in the first century didmitevas under inspired apostolic guidance.

When the Jews, who lived under the Old Testimweere commanded to remember the Sabbath
Day, that is the seventh day of the week, to kebply, they kept all 52 Sabbath Days of the year
holy. The first day of the week also occurs 528neach year. When Christians today observe the
Lord’'s Supper every first day of the week, theyfatlowing the Biblical example of Acts 20:7 of the
disciples who came together on the first day ofvikek to partake of the Lord’'s Supper.

We also read in Acts 2:42 concerning the dnatcJerusalem, "And thepntinued steadfastlyin
the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship,breaking of bread and in prayers." Again we see the first
century church was steadfast or regular in thekimgaof bread which is their observance of the
Lord’'s Supper. But later men in denominationalugr® chose to partake of the Lord’s Supper less
frequently. Should we be any less regular tharckiuech in the first century? According to what we
have seen in the scriptures, we are to both gidepartake of the Lord’s Supper every first dayhef t
week. Could the Bible be any clearer concernirglitrd’s Supper?

Another perversion of the Lord’s Supper ocedrwhen men introduced the absurd doctrine of
transubstantiation in the Decrees of the Counclireht, which met from 1545 to 1563 A.D. This
decree devised by men stated that the bread arfidithef the vine are converted miraculously into
the literal body and blood of Jesus when we partdlie It is sad that men would dare to pervhdg t
Lord’'s Supper into such a mockery.

It is ridiculous to place literal interpretatis on symbolic language. In John 15: 5 Jesus Yaam
the vine, you are the branches." Here Jesusng figiurative language because we know He is not a
literal vine and we are not literal branches. dhrJ10:9 Jesus said, "l am the door." But again He
uses symbolic language. Concerning the Lord’'s Supgmus said in 1 Corinthians 11:25, "this do in
remembrance of Me." The Lord’s Supper is designdttlp us remember what the Lord did for
us. And as we partake of it as 1 Corinthians 1$86, "you proclaim the Lord’s death till He
comes". We are showing the world that we beliénad desus died for our sins.

Let’s not pervert the memorial of what the d.aiid for us. But as we partake of the Lord’s Sarpp
every first day of the week in spirit and in trulit, us steadfastly "proclaim the Lord’s deathh#!
comes" again.
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Lesson 14
Singing In Worship

Singing has a very definite place in worshigpiGod in spirit and in truth. We glorify God inro
singing praises to His name. There are only ninptaires in the New Testament which specify the
kind of musicin the worship of the churchthat God wishes in order for us to worship Him piris
and in truth. They are as follows:

(1) Matthew 26:30, "And when they hadnga hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives";

(2) Acts 16:25, "But at midnight, Paul and Silagevpraying anginging hymns to God";

(3) Romans 15:9, "For this reason | will confesa smong the Gentiles, asthgto your name”;

(4) 1 Corinthians 14:15, "I wiking with the spirit, and | will alsging with the understanding";

(5) Ephesians 5:19, "Speaking to one another im@sand hymns and spiritual songsging and
making melody in your heart to the Lord";

(6) Colossians 3:16, "Let the word of Christ dweliou richly in all wisdom, teaching and
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns aritlghisongssinging with grace in your hearts
to the Lord";

(7) Hebrews 2:12, "In the midst of the assemblylll ging praise to You";

(8) Hebrews 13:15, "Therefore by Him let us conilhuoffer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is
the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name”;

(9) James 5:13, "Is any among you suffering? Lmtgray. Is any cheerful? Let higing psalms."

All without exception specify only singing. ddhanical instruments of music in the worship ef th
church are not mentioned in the above scripturesmigwhere else in the New Testament because God
has not authorized them. Those who do not respedts word do not respect God.

God has commanded us to sing. That meansoeechf us. When people just sit through the song
service and never attempt to sing (unless they siag) they are not obeying God. Or when people
just sit and listen to a choir sing they are nayihg God’'s command to sing. They are not "offgrin
the fruit of our lips". Can someone else worshipus? | think not. There is no Biblical authgfior
a choir. Congregational A Capella singing is thiy&ind of music divinely authorized by the Lord
for Christian worship. If we follow only what Gdwhs authorized in our singing in worship, then the
whole congregation will sing without mechanicaltinments of music.

There are two different kinds of music: voaatl instrumental. God has spoken in the New
Testament concerning the kind of music we musifuse expect to worship Him in spirit and in truth,
and that is singing. Singing is the limit of God@mmand. God nowhere in the New Testament
authorized mechanical instruments of music to legl urs worship of the church. A mechanical
instrument of music cannot worship God. Only vdtir voices can we sing praises to God. God does
not wish to be worshipped with a lifeless instrutnen

People today may think that it makes no diffee if they add mechanical instruments of music in
worshipping God. In the Old Testament we havestteanple of Nadab and Abihu who were
presumptuous in their thinking that it made noafihce. In Leviticus 10:1-2 (NIV) we read,
"Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abihu, took their cengautfire in them and added incense; and they
offeredunauthorized fire before the Lord¢ontrary to His command. So fire came out from the
presence of the Lord and consumed tlae they died before the Lord!

In Leviticus 16:12-13 God commanded, "Thershall take a censer full of burning coals of fire
from the altar" of burnt offering to burn the inserin the tabernacle. But Nadab and Abihu decided
to do it their own way and get the coals of firenewhere else. They offered unauthorized fire. yThe
died a horrible death because they did somethirdydibnot authorize. They were
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presumptuous. God will not tolerate substitutedfis divine way. God is very particular about the
way He wants things done. Just as Nadab and Adffeted unauthorized fire, is there any excuse for
us to offer unauthorized mechanical instrumentadimto the Lord?

According to Webstepresumptuousmeans, "to take upon oneself without permission or
authority, taking too much for granted, showingroeafidence, arrogance." Being presumptuous as
far as God is concerned is a sin. Psalms 19:18 Sdgep back your servant frgpnesumptuous
sins; let them not have dominion over me. Then | sbalblameless, and | shall be innocent of great
transgression." So we see we can also be guiltyesfumptuous sins when we "take upon ourselves
without permission or authority" of God and add heeucal instruments of music to our
worship. We may not think it will make any diffaiee, but Nadab and Abihu thought the same
thing. In speaking of people who are displeasin@od, 2 Peter 2:10 says, "They are presumptuous,
self willed."

Some may say, "The Bible does not say noséomechanical instruments of music in
worship." But again are we permitted to be soyrgguous? If so we could add anything else
without His authority. The Bible tells us we aoeuse the bread and the fruit of the vine in
commemorating the Lord’s Supper. But the Biblesdoet say we can't also use chocolate cake and
milk. Of course it doesn’t. It would be absurdvié tried to use it. But it is just as absurd wien
try to use the same type of reasoning to justiéube of instrumental music in worship.

When God gives a command to do something, Hedsave to say, but don't do this, and don’t do
this, etc.? No. When God tells us what He wantsegdHe expects us to do it that way. God’s
commands are both inclusive and exclusive. Hismamds include everything He specifies and they
exclude everything He has not authorized. Buhtyyd confine ourselves to what God has authorized
is very important if we expect to please Him andabeaven.

If we add mechanical instruments of musid®worship of God then we have added to God’s
word. In the closing words of the New Testamentaneewarned not to add to His word. In
Revelation 22:18, "If anyone adds to these thitgs] will add to him the plagues that are written in
this book." We do not have the right to add to edbrd. When God says something in the Bible
He means it and He will keep His promises.

In the sixth chapter of Genesis we have tlzangte of Noah who was pleasing to God. In Genesis
6:14 we read that Noah was told by God to, "Makargelf an ark of gopherwood; make rooms in the
ark and cover it inside and outside with pitchri'the verses that follow God continues to give Noah
the details of construction. Then we read in Ger&22, "Thus Noah didiccording to all that God
commanded him,so he did." God specified the ark was to be lfijopherwood. Did Noah use
gopherwood as God had specified? Yes, Noah dicbtding toall that God commanded
him." Would Noah have obeyed God if he had addee pr oak along with gopherwood? No. He
would have disobeyed God by doing something Godnlaiéuthorized. Do we disobey God when
we add mechanical instruments of music, which Gaslriot authorized to our worship to Him? Yes
we do.

The use of mechanical instruments of musigdnship does make a difference, because God has
never permitted man to devise the plan or meanki$orvorship of God. This is very serious, because
we will loose our souls through presumptuous sissgs Nadab and Abihu lost their lives through
their presumptuous sins. Judgment Day will bdab®to find out that we were wrong to use
unauthorized mechanical instruments of music tashiprGod.

In Ephesians 5:19 we rea&peakingto yourselves in psalms, hymns, and spiritual spng
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord" Also we read in Colossians 3:16, "Let the
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word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdonteaching, andadmonishingone another in psalms,
hymns and spiritual songsinging with grace in your heartsto the Lord." Here we see in our
singing, we are tgpeak, teachandadmonishone another. This is what God expects us to denwh
we sing.

But can a mechanical instrument of music sptsgich, or admonish as God wishes us to do when
we sing? Of course it can not. A mechanical umsnt of music cannot accomplish anything God
has commanded when we sing to Him in worship. Meresee that when we sing, we are "to sing
with grace in your hearts" and "make melody in yoeart." The melody God wants is to come from
the human heart and not from lifeless mechanicaicaliinstruments. The mechanical instrument
does not have a heart from which it can worship.God

In 1 Corinthians 14:15 we read, "l will singth the spirit and | will singwith the understanding
also." Not only does an instrument not have athbat it also does not have a spirit with which to
understand. Then why use it? It is only becaespie like it.

It is sad to say but people are more intedeist@leasing themselves, than pleasing God. Eney
not using the instrument to please God, becauseh@edot authorized its use in worship to
Him. God has only told us to sing. People like sound of a piano, organ, or a band. They likeeto
entertained. This is what they want. They doedllly care what God has authorized. People are on
very dangerous ground when they take this attititlease respect what God wants and has
authorized in His word, because this is the only wa will be able to please Him and go to Heaven.

We read in 2 John 9, "Whosoever transgressgsl@es not abide in the doctrine of Christ dods no
have God." To go beyond the doctrine of Chrisbido that for which we have no authority. We can
not practice instrumental music by the authoritfCbfist, because Christ has nowhere authorized it,
and because of this we will not have God.

Some people say "l like instrumental musiwarship.” If this is the case then what "l like"
becomes the authority and not God. When man bexbisewn authority then each worshipper can
introduce anything he likes with no regard to wBad has said. It becomes: "l like it, | want itdd
am going to have it." Their feelings take precegeover everything else. What God says becomes
meaningless when we allow our emotions and feeliogpgecome our guide. Many people seem to
think they are wiser than God and believe thatimsental music is more pleasing to God because it
seems to be more pleasing to them. In Proverl#628e read, "He who trusts in his own heart is a
fool." The Bible is our only authority in mattevéreligion; not our opinions, emotions, conscignce
or human feelings.

In Colossians 3:16-17 we read, "Let the wdr@larist dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaclgn
and admonishing one another in psalms and hymnsprithial songs, singing with grace in your
hearts to the Lord. And whatever you do in wordleeddo all in the name of the Lord Jesus. In
verse 16 we are told to sing. In the very nexseave are told, "whatever you do in word or deked,
all in the name of the Lord Jesus." Notice it saysitoall”. Everything we do in religion is to be
done in the name of the Lord Jesus. To "do aléname of the Lord Jesus" means that we must do
everything by His authority. We can certainly shhgthe authority of the Lord. But where would we
go in the New Testament for authority for instrutaémusic in the worship of the church? It just
isn't there.

In Romans 10:17 we read, "Faith comes by hgand hearing by the word of Christ." So we see
that faith comes from the word of God. Then weisd@omans 14:23, "For whatever is not from
faith is sin." Therefore if we believe and praetsomething religiously that is not authorized Hoy t
Bible it is sin. Worshipping in a manner not authed in God's word is sinful. Worshipping God
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with the mechanical instrument of music is not atitted in the Bible so it is sinful. But do people
really care?

Since Christ never authorized mechanicalimsénts of music in the New Testament to be used in
worship of the church, we might ask, when did makeé it upon himself' to start using them in trying
to worship God? Itis a historical fact accordiagearly church history, no mechanical instrumerfits
music were ever used in church worship until atlogeityear 670 A.D. At this time the church at
Rome introduced an organ which produced such thatwes that it was removed. It was not until
about 775 A.D. that it was introduced again, big time it was kept, even with many people
objecting. The instrument was not accepted by nthyches for many years.

Even in the 18century Thomas Aquinas, a noted Catholic schaleste against its use. This
showed that even by the" 8entury the instrument had not gained full acaega Men wanted to
have it their way with no regard to what God haecsfied. This was a departure from the faith and
practice of what God has authorized. Those whe haspect for the word of God should wonder
why the use of mechanical instruments of music twesdly unknown in the worship of the church
for the first six hundred years after the New Testat was written.

The word "A Capella" means singing withoutiinomental accompaniment. It actually means, "as
done in the chapel.” For the first 600 years ef¢hurch "as done in the chapel" meant singing in
worship of the church without instrumental accompemt. This is the way the early church
worshipped. Why shouldn’t we also worship this ®ay

When people can find no authority for the athe mechanical instrument of music in the New
Testament, they try to go to the Old Testamenttfeir justification. But we are no longer undes th
Old Testament. The Old Testament is still of gtesatefit for us today, because without it the New
Testament would be difficult to understand. RomHsig tells us, "For whatever things were written
before were written for our learning, that we thgbuhe patience and comfort of the Scriptures might
have hope." But we do not go to the Old Testarf@rihstructions of how to be justified and to
worship God. If we did we would be worshippingie temple in Jerusalem, burning daily animal
sacrifices, and the many other requirements oQtldelaw.

Our Lord has made the Old Testament obsokesawe read in Hebrews 8:13, "A new covenant,
He has made the first old." He has taken it aveay@ see in Hebrews 10:9, "He takes away the first
that He may establish the second.” In the Olddresnt's place Christ has replaced it with the New
Testament as we continue to read in Hebrews 9:1(51¥%), "And for this cause He is the Mediator
of the New Testament...For where a testament isg thierst also of necessity be the death of the
testator." Christ’s will, the New Testament, iswnio effect.

We are no longer under the Old Testament lsecewColossians 2:14 concerning the Old
Testament we read that Jesus, "has taken it doeafay, having nailed it to the cross." In Romans
7:6 we read, "But now we have been delivered frioelaw." And then in Galatians 3:24-25,
"Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us toi€thithat we might be justified by faith. But after
faith is come, we are no longer under a tutor.'spaaking of the Old Testament, Galatians 5:4 (KJV)
says, "Christ is become of no effect unto you, valeeer of you are justified by the laye are fallen
from grace." Here God is telling us we will fall from gracewe try to justify what we do by the Old
Testament. Unless we want to fall from God’s griats not use the Old Testament to try to justify
the use of mechanical instruments of music in cansWip to God.

Singing in worship to God is for the purpo$éaenoring God and teaching one another. Singng i
what pleases God. Singing without the instrumémnhwasic shows our respect of God and what He
says in His word when He specifies our heart agnisteument where the melody is to be made. If we
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love and respect God we will do everything He saydin the way He says to do it. We will not
change, substitute, or add to what He says. We omlg sing if we want to worship God "in spirit
and in truth."

Lesson 15

Preaching In Worship

When God's word is preached and taught, Godi®red and glorified. During the preaching of a
sermon, the hearers feast on the word of God. rihtb@ans 1:21, 23 sayslt'pleased Godthrough
the foolishness of the messageachedto save those who believe...but preach Christ
crucified." The preaching of Christ crucified is pleasingXod, but is foolishness to many people. It
is only by this kind of preaching and teaching thain will be saved.

The kind of preaching God wants is not alwalgmsant to hear, but it is for our own good. As w
read in 2 Timothy 4:2-4, "Preach the word. Be yeiadseason and out of season. Convince, rebuke,
exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. Hoe time will come whethey will not endure sound
doctrine, butaccording to their own desirespecause they have itching ears, they will hedpdm
teachers; anthey will turn their ears from hearing the truth. " The kind of preaching God wants
must convince, rebuke, and exhort. We must bdwdatat we do not turn our ears from hearing the
truth by having someone preach what sounds goad, tbut contradicts what God says in the Bible.

Much of the preaching today does not teach'€Qedrd, but mainly tells stories of humor. There
is no Bible doctrine taught that might upset sonegdmit only things that tickle people's ears to enak
them feel good and comfortable in order to keemtheming back. Their souls are starving for the
truth. Because of this they will be lost becausly the truth can make us free.

In preaching and teaching God's word, we maser shun to declare all of it. If one does, file w
have the blood of lost souls on his han@swl told the Ephesian elders, "I am innocent eftitood
of all men. For | have not shunned to declareoto the whole counsel of God" (Acts 20:26-
27). There is really no difference in one shunrmtgach the whole counsel of God than in one
teaching false doctrine. Both will cause peoplbddost and the one responsible will be held
accountable for his teaching or lack of teaching.

No man has the right to pass off as truthghitihat contradict the Bible, but many do. All you
have to do is look around at all tireny different doctrines which are being taught. Do all these
differing doctrines come from God’'s word? Absolyteot. In Jeremiah 5:31 God says, "The
prophets prophesy falsely; and my people love telitaso." Why do people desire to be taught
falsely? Because they are not interested in wiogt Itas to say. The reason for all the religious
division we see in the world today is people wit accept all that God says in the Bible as final
authority. They have become their own authority.

Jesus says in John 8:32, "And you shall krtetrtuth, and the truth shall make you free." Only
by believing and obeying the truth can we be magke from sin. But what is the truth? Jesus says i
John 17:17, "Sanctify them by your truth, your wigrdruth.” The word of God is the only truth that
will make us free so we can go to Heaven. The wémen cannot make us free, but will cause us to
be lost.
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All things preached must come from the wor@ofl. We are told in 1 Peter 4:11, "If anyone
speaks, let hirspeak as the oracles of God.The pulpits of our land ring out with what speek
personally think and believe. But how do we knoletiher a preacher is preaching from God’s word
or from his own opinion? We must do as the chatdBerea did concerning the apostle Paul's
preaching in Acts 17:11, they "searched the samstdaily to find out whether these things weré so.

But many men today, as they did in the fiesttary, are preaching a perverted gospel. In
Galatians 1:6-8 we read, "I marvel that you araihg away so soon from Him that called you in the
grace of Christto a different gospel,which is not anothehut there are some who trouble you and
want to pervert the gospel of Christ. But even though we or an angel from heaven, praag other
gospel to you than what we have preached to ybhjiebe accursed.” One who preaches a
perverted gospel is to be accursed. A pervertsgejavill not only cause the one preaching it to be
lost but those who are listening to it will alsolbst. Jesus says in Matthew 15:14, "And if tHadl
leads the blind, both will fall into a ditch." Thbecomes very serious.

Mankind has always sought to glorify himsdHt. Psalms 111:9 (KJV) in describing God we read,
"Holy and reverend is His name." "Reverend" refer&od and no one else. Do we want to take a
quality of praise which is applied only to the naofi€sod and apply it to our own name? How
presumptuous can we be? When men use the woref&wel' in front of their name, they are taking
glory and honor that belongs only to God and afiedrto apply it to themselves. They might as well
also call themselves God.

Men try to glorify themselves with other nam@gsus in speaking in a spiritual sense says in
Matthew 23:9, "Do not call anyone on earth youhéat for one is your Father, He who is in
Heaven." Why do men in seeking to glorify themesleontinue to ignore what the Lord says? Why
do men want to refer to themselves as Father se@hdrhey want to receive glory that only belongs
to God. King Herod in Acts chapter 12 took glopon himself which belonged to God and we read
in verse 23, "And immediately the angel of the Lendick him, because he did not give glory to God,
and he was eaten by worms and died." Today Gosl miaemmediately deal with sin as He did then,
but will deal with it in the Judgment. Claimingogy that only belongs to God is a very serious
matter. But why do men do it today? Also the sifasation of "clergy” and "laity” is foreign to &
word of God. It is another invention of man. We warned in Romans 12:3 that a person is, "Not to
think of himself more highly than he ought to thihk

Sometimes a preacher is held up on a "pedestdlidolized. When some preachers leave a
congregation, whether he is relieved of his jolwbether he leaves because he has a job with another
congregation, some people become devastatedentsstheir world has fallen in around
them. Because of this some will even quit the Lardo elsewhere. We should never idolize a
man. This is wrong. We are to only worship Gaus says in Matthew 4:10, "You shall worship
the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve."

God is pleased only when we are fully obediertis will. When His will and only His will is
preached, we then "worship Him in spirit and irthrt

Lesson 16

We Must Worship The Lord In His Church

The Lord is to be glorified by the worship Heeives in His church. In Ephesians 3:21 we read,
"To Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus.tt Bow many churches does the Lord have? Jesus
says in Matthew 16:18, "Upon this rock | will buldly church." The word "My" shows possession
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and that the church belongs to Jesus. How manyglees did He say He was going to build? He said,
"I will build My church". The word church is sintzw not plural. There is only one true church
because the Lord only promised to build blige church.

In Ephesians 4:4-6 there are seven ones:listbére isone body andone Spirit, even as you
were called irone hope of your callingpne Lord, onefaith, one baptism,oneGod and Father of all
who is above all, and through all, and in you alllist as there is only one God and only one Lad w
also see there @nly one body. The Bible says there is onbne body;so what is thimne body? In
Ephesians 1:21-22 we find out whhis one bodyis, "And He put all things under His feet, and gave
Him to be the head over all thingstte church, which is His body! Here we see that the Bible says
the church is the body. So if there is onlypne bodyand theone bodyis the church, then there can
only beone churchthat belongs to the Lord. One might as well belim more than one God as to
believe that the Lord has more than one church.

In Colossians 1:18 in speaking of Christ, ea&d; "And He is the head tbfe body, the church,
who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dethdtin all things He may have the
preeminence." Here again we see that the body (singular) iskhech (singular). Again the Bible
tells us that the Lord has only one church. We sé thain all things Christ is tohave the
preeminence. For Christ to have the preeminence in all thimgs must follow Christ in all things
and not follow man. If we follow men in some théntipen Christ does not have the preeminence in all
things.

Since Christ only built His one church, we aché® ask where did all these other churches come
from? The only answer is they were built by menpen could "attend the church of their choice”,
and not God’s choice. We read in Ephesians 5QBist is the head dhe church, and he ishe
savior of the body'' Christ is only the saviour of His one body, ldize church. Christ as head over
His body, His church, does not have many bodigsgiflid He would be a freak. In the Lord’s
scheme of redemption, He has only planned to hagecburch. He is going to only save His one
church. Are you in the one church in which Chgsjoing to save?

Since we have seen in the Bible that the auly s the one church which the Lord built, and tha
Christ has only promised to save His one body,ddis church, then what is going to happen to the
hundreds of different kinds of other churches weiseexistence today? Again let us let God answer
this question. In Matthew 15:13 Jesus said, "Epdamt, which my heavenly Father has not planted
will be uprooted.” What will happen to all thodeueches that God did not plant? They will be rdote
up. This is what God has said He will do. Thifrightening. | want to make sure | am in the Lerd
church, the only one He is going to save.

In Psalms 127:1 we read, "Except the Lorddothie housethey labor in vain that build it." This
is a sad but serious situation; one that concemgnaeatly and causes me much grief and sorrow to
see honest people, who are honestly mistaken,itepor vain. This is a tragedy.

The Bible says that
1) Christ is "the head of His church" (Ephas 5:23).
2) The church is "subject unto Christ" (Egibas 5:24).
3) He is the "saviour of" His church (Eples 5:23).
4) He "loved the church" (Ephesians 5:25).
5) He "gave Himself for it" (Ephesians 5:25)
6) He "sanctified and cleansed it" (EphesianR6).
7) He "nourishes and cherishes it" (Ephestaf9).
8) He is the founder and builder of it (Metiv 16:18).
9) He is the foundation of it (1 Corinthig3141).
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10) "He purchased it with His own blood" (A23:28).
11) He calls it "My church" (Matthew 16:18).
Is it any wonder it is referred to as the churciCbfist (Romans 16:16)?

The one church that Christ purchased withddia blood belongs to Him and the name it wears
must honor Him. We read in Romans 16:16, "Therches of Christgreet you." This name
glorifies and honors Christ, the one who built@ther names honor and glorify John the Baptist,
Martin Luther, the day of Penticost, the apostRane, Antioch, Nazareth, the Greeks, the Russians,
the methodical way of doing things, Christians, filee will, being primitive, southern, missionary,
general, the seventh day, science, catholic whieanms universal, the advent, and the list goes dn an
on. Even by their names they do not claim to basth one church. Why can't we give the glory
and honor to God and Christ where the honor beldngs

Today we hear the sincere but mistaken pléattend the church of your choice.” Why not adten
the church of God’s choice, the only one that J&suschased with His own blood" (Acts
20:28)? The church of Christ is the only one tbedlis going to save. Christ did not shed His Bloo
to purchase any denomination. Denominations anatedfeits of Christianity. They may appear to
be genuine, but they are not. One cannot be daweding a member of a denomination. If you are
not in the Lord's church, the church of Christ, yoe lost. Satan has blinded millions into accepti
denominationalism as God's plan. Instead of aowgpghe truth regarding the Lord's one true church,
man stands in rebellion to God. God will not ad¢¢bpse as his children who have altered His pfan o
salvation in any fashion.

Any church claiming to be the only church 3&saught with His own blood should be able to
prove from the Bible they are that church of thbl&i Can the church which you are a member prove
that it is the one and only church the Lord builtyou can’t then you will be laboring in vainybu
stay in it. This may sound harsh. | say this witicerity and sadness, but it will really be hafsh
you are lost in eternity. We must wake up becdhiseconcerns the welfare of our souls and where
we will spend eternity. People too long have igaowhat the Lord has said in the Bible.

Lesson 17

Only The Saved Are In The Lord’s Church

In order to be in the one church the Lordldsthed, those added to it by the Lord must bedave
according to His requirements. In Acts 2:47 walréAnd the Lord added to the church dahpse
who were being saved."The Lord only adds the saved to His church. Odrel makes no
mistakes. We are not saved just because we this&yowe are. We are saved only when we have
done what God has said we must do. Jesus sayatthéw 7:21, "Not everyone who says to Me
Lord, Lord shall enter into the kingdom of heavieat he who does the will of My Father which is
in heaven." We must do God’s will, not man’s will, to go toawen.

According to the Bible, who are the saved8udés quite clear as to who the saved are. 3agss
in Mark 16:16, "He that believes and is baptizedlshe saved.” A person has to have help to
misunderstand what the Lord says here. Here wihsed@ible says we must believe and be baptized
in order to be saved. This is what Jesus says.mBn have tried to change what the Lord has
said. Men today say that all you have to do isgtdoept Christ as your personal Saviour" and ydiu wi
be saved. This may sound good and impressivehiaus false. Where in the Bible are you toldttha
all you have to do to be saved is "to accept Chsstour personal Saviour"? It is not there. Idayn
that one does not have to be baptized to be sheeduse they say you are saved before you are
baptized. Who are you going to follow men or Cfi®o not allow the different doctrines of men to
blind or confuse you concerning your salvation.uYoo much to loose.
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And also Peter tells us in 1 Peter 3:21, "likeefigure baptism does now save us." Only when w
have obeyed the Lord’'s command to be baptizedweilbe saved. These scriptures will be the only
standard of judgment on Judgment Day, and not weahink or what men say. Jesus says in John
12:48, "The word that | have spoken will judge himthe last day.” Are you putting your trust and
confidence in what men say or what God has saiddarmBible? You will have to make the choice
whether you are going to follow God’s word or maward.

Also in order to be the church which Jesudt lihie church must worship God and Christ
according to the way They have specified. We alckin Ephesians 5:17, "Therefore do not be
unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord ik is very unwise not to find out and understan
what the will of the Lord is. The vast majority mgople do not know what the will of the Lord il
you have to do is look around and see all of tfferitig doctrines that are being taught in all the
differing churches. Are they understanding antbfaing the will of God? Absolutely not. If they
were there would only be the one church which Clesgablished, the church of Christ. This is a
pitiful condition of which people should be ashaimtaat they are not.

If you are not worshipping God and Christwey They have specified in the Bible then your
worship is vain. Our Lord says in Mark 7:7, "Amdvain they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the
commandments of men." Have you been followingcimamandments of men and only some of
what God says in the Bible? If you have this isvalesus says in Matthew 28:20, "Teaching them to
observaall things that | have commanded you." We must observe alLtihd has commanded us
and only what the Lord has commanded us. Is yauskip vain? If it is then it will do you no good
and you will be lost eternally.

Each congregation of the Lord’s church is aatoous. The church that Jesus built does not @ave
central earthly headquarters. There is no Bibkcahority for an earthly headquarters. Chrishés
only head over His church. As we read in Ephesla?®, "And He put all things under His feet, and
gave Him to be head over all things to the churcéfhe church is not to be overseen by a pope,
patriarch, president, cardinals, association, cotier, synod or any other organization that man has
come up with.

Each autonomous congregation of the Lord’sathis to be overseen by a group of elders. In
Acts 14:23 we read, "So when they had appointegrglith every church." Notice there is to be a
plurality of elders in every church or congregatidrhis is the way the Lord set up His church.

But what does the Lord intend for the elderdd in His church? In Acts 20:28 the apostle Paul
was talking to the elders from the church at Epbesw told them, "Therefore take heed to yourselves
and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirishmade yooverseers' The church the Lord built
is to be overseen by a group of elders. The decatibns of elders who are to oversee each
congregation of the Lord's church are given inrhdthy 3:1-7 and in Titus 1:3-9. Is the church you
belong to overseen by a plurality of elders? K mdy not? Or is your church overseen by the
preacher? If it is to be the Lord’s church andmas who qualify, each congregation is to be
overseen by a plurality of elders.

If we really accept the Bible as our only awity, we will want to worship God only as He has
specified. We must reject human traditions andrduws such as creed books, catechisms, manuals,
articles of faith, confessions of faith, the bodvimrmon, the Koran, constitutions, disciplines and
other guidelines which men have written, all of @hproduce new and differing religious doctrines.

We are warned in Colossians 2Betare lest anyone cheat yothrough philosophy and empty
deceit,according to the tradition of men,according to the basic principles of the woddd not
according to Christ." It would be a tragedy to find out on Judgment Bayhave been cheated of
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our eternal reward in heaven; but it will be totlthen. These differing doctrines have caused the
many departures from the New Testament teachingezoimg Christ and His church.

CONCLUSION

The purpose of our worship is to glorify Gadur worship to God is very important. If we expec
to please God, so we can go to heaven when thisslifver, we¢must worship Him in spirit and in
truth. " Worship requires that we be an active particigard not a spectator. We must not pervert
the worship of God by our being entertained by ihgiraise teams, concerts, and other entertainment
groups.

Our worship is to be holy and sacred, becéusésod we are suppose to be worshipping. We
must approach God with humility and godly fearowing Him reverence and respect by
worshipping Him in the way He has specified in Bikele. To worship God the way we see fit is
disrespectful to Him. Anything God has specifiedds to do that we leave out is displeasing to,Him
and anything we add that he has not authorizelddstispleasing to Him. It is quite evident that
many people are trying to worship God after the @fimen. When you look around, you can see the
many different things done in the worship of maiffedng churches which are not in accordance
with God’s will. They are following the commandnewnf men. As we see in Mark 7:7 our Lord
said, "And in vain they worship me, teaching astidioes the commandments of men." It is sad when
people allow their worship to become vain.

Today there are over 400 different denomimati@ith many different plans of salvation, practei
different kinds of worship, teaching different daees, and wearing different names which are
unheard of and unknown in the Bible. Is this w@at wants? A denomination must have a man
made creed, confession of faith, manual, discipliaéechism, and such like in order to exist. Each
conflicting doctrine, which each denomination hesdpiced, contradicts the scriptures. If people
would follow what the Bible says, and only what Bible says, then there would only be one church,
the church of Christ.

We have also seen that we must worship andsam’e God, and not some idol or icon. God has
commanded women not to teach or take a leadingor@emen in the church. We must regularly
attend worship of the church; and the way we dmasst be modest.

In our worship we offer prayers to God. Wedraeen that God only hears those who are obedient
to His will. Our giving is an indication of ourve for God. We are not to give to be seen of men.

We are to remember our Lord’s death in panigkif the Lord's Supper every first day of the week
as the church in the first century did. When wetigde of the Lord’s Supper every first day of the
week, we not only remember the great sacrificd_tird made for us, but we proclaim the Lord’'s
death to the world until He comes again.

As we worship in spirit and in truth, we apesing praises to God. We are to do the singing
ourselves and not have a choir to sing to us. l@asdonly authorized singing. Man has perverted the
worship of God by adding mechanical instrumentsiasic, because man likes them.

When God's word is preached, God is glorifi€hly God’s will must be preached. If oneis
preaching man’s will, he is preaching a pervertespgl. The Bible must be the final and only source
of spiritual authority for all that we teach andgtice.
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The Lord is to be worshipped and glorifiedHis one church, the one He built and purchased with
His own blood. He is the saviour of only His oteich. People are laboring in vain if they are not
in that one church.

Only saved people are in the Lord’s churche &k saved only after we have done the will of God
and not man’s will.

God must be worshipped in His church only ashils specified otherwise it will be vain and
useless. The Lord has specified that each congpegz His church is to be overseen by a group of
elders, who meet His qualifications. Are you wapping in the church of Christ, the one He bought
with His own blood? Please don’t wait until theyDd Judgment to find out how wrong you
are. Don't allow someone to cheat you of your nelwa Heaven.

Please think seriously about the things pdiwtgt in this writing, particularly the scripturegich
have been quoted. Do not allow anyone or anyttdrgause you to vainly worship God by
participating in worship that follows the commandseof men instead of God. If our worship to
God is vain we will loose our souls. We will nat able to go to Heaven, but we will have to spend
forever and ever in eternal punishment. | wontlerany people really believe there is going to be a
eternal punishment in the fires of Hell.

But as the Bible says in Hebrews 9:27, "Hppointed unto men once to die, but after this the
judgment." We will all stand before the Lord oe thay of Judgment and give an answer as to how
we have obeyed Him. But on that day, as we adceitoMatthew 7:13-14, only few will be saved and
the majority of people will be lost. Such a tragied

Our Lord says in Matthew 6:33, "But seek fitst kingdom of God and His righteousness." Going
to heaven has got to be our first priority in dte br we probably will not make it. We will not
accidentally end up in Heaven. Heaven is too gredtglorious to miss. It will be beyond our
greatest expectations. There is no way to visaidd@av wonderful it will be. Don’t you want to go
there? Please don’t miss it. If we miss Heaverottly other place for us is eternal punishment,
which is horrible and beyond description.

Deuteronomy 10:12-13 sums up everything quék, "What does the Lord your God require of
you, but tofear the Lord your God towalk in all His ways and tolove him, to serve the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your soul, and tokeep the commands of the Lord and His
statues’ This is what God requires of us, both in ourdibace and worship of Him. Waust
worship God irspirit and in truth , if we really want to go to heaven.
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